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Venezuela Port Congestion


The main commercial ports of Venezuela, including La Guaira and Puerto Cabello, continue to experience significant port congestion.  Some steamship carriers are electing to suspend service, while others are holding containers at transship ports.  Please anticipate delays in delivery from one to four weeks when shipping to Venezuelan ports.





Saudi Arabia Country of Origin Requirements


Country of origin regulations require imported products to clearly indicate the origin utilizing a non-removable method of identification (IE: engraving, sewing or printing).  If the items are too small for labeling, it is necessary to identify the country of origin on the outer packing.  Goods exported to Saudi Arabia must be in compliance with the country of origin labeling regulations.  Non-compliance will result in the return of goods to the country of export.  Please consult your importers for additional guidance in meeting the requirements of the Saudi Arabian government for your specific commodity.  Please refer to  � HYPERLINK "http://www.iccp.com/resourcecentre/21447701" ��http://www.iccp.com/resourcecentre/21447701� to review the official document outlining this regulation.





Lacey Act


The Lacey Act protects the illegal trafficking of wildlife, fish and plants.  Enacted in 1900, the Lacey Act was significantly updated in 1981 and 1988.  The Food, Conservation and Energy Act of 2008 (2008 Farm Bill) expands the Lacey Act to protect a broader range of plants and plant products, including timber.  It also outlines a requirement that makes it unlawful to import certain plants and plant products without an import declaration.  


The Declaration must contain specific data elements, including: scientific name of plant, value, quantity and country of origin.  For additional information regarding the Act and its requirements, please refer to � HYPERLINK "http://www.aphis.usda.gov/plant_health/lacey_act" ��www.aphis.usda.gov/plant_health/lacey_act�.





Consular Legalization – Oman


The Oman Embassy advised Consular Legalization is no longer a requirement for shipments imported into Oman.  Authentication by the National U.S. Arab Chamber of Commerce remains a requirement for compliance to country regulations.  Prior to shipment, it is recommended that your importer acknowledge the shipment will be accepted with documents bearing only this authentication. 





10+2 (Import Security Filings – ISF)


As outlined in a previous newsletter, UFO encourages its import clients to complete a form containing key data elements and provide to UFO at least 72 hours prior to cargo loading on the vessel at its origin port.  The form outlines information regarding the import in order for US agencies to evaluate multiple risk factors prior to arrival in the USA.





Please contact Marc Mugfor – � HYPERLINK "mailto:mmugfor@ufoltd.com" ��mmugfor@ufoltd.com� or 920-731-0822 ex 25 for additional information regarding any of these topics.














 











