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Equipment Shortages 


There is currently a shortage of equipment in the Mid-West, particularly 40’ standard and high cube containers.  Many carriers are finding it difficult to provide containers within the timeframe requested by its clients.  The shortage is due to increased US exports, in addition to the high cost of repositioning equipment in this region of the US.  Carriers are working on a solution to resolve the situation.





Vessel Capacity


As the value of the dollar is relatively low against foreign currency, exports are strong throughout many manufacturing and agricultural sectors.   The increased export opportunities are creating shortages in vessel capacity.





UFO continues to work closely with alternative carriers to research equipment availability and to provide service alternatives to best meet your shipping needs.  The earlier you book your orders, the better opportunity we have to meet your scheduled sailing request.





HTS Codes 2008


Effective January 1, 2008 the Schedule B and Harmonized Tariff Schedule (HTS) was updated to reflect the 2008 codes.  For your convenience, the 2008 Schedule B and HTS tables are available for your review at:


 http://www.census.gov/foreign-trade/aes/documentlibrary/index.html#concordance.





Carrier General Rate Increases (GRIs)


Many carriers have implemented rate increases to various regions of the world.  It is reported the increase is to offset the higher cost of fuel (bunker surcharge) and in response to the strong export demand.  The amount and implementation date of the increase varies based on carrier.








