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Costa Rica – Documentation Requirement


A regulation (Article 86 LGA) initiated by Costa Rican Customs requires all suppliers to provide a Certificado de Declaration Aduanera (Customs Certificate Declaration).   The declaration applies to both air and ocean shipments valued greater than $2,500.00.  The declaration must be placed on the supplier’s letterhead.  For your convenience, UFO is accompanying a sample declaration with this newsletter.  





United States/Colombia Free Trade Agreement


On February 27, 2006, the United States and Colombia concluded negotiations and agreed upon terms for a comprehensive free trade agreement.  As announced by U.S. Trade Representative, Rob Portman and Jorge Humberto Botero, Minister of Trade, Industry and Tourism, “the goal of the trade agreement is to eliminate tariffs and other barriers to goods and services and to expand trade between the United States and Colombia”.





In May, 2004, the United States initiated free trade agreement negotiations with three Andean nations – Colombia, Peru and Ecuador.  The US concluded negotiations with Peru in December 2005 and talks with Ecuador continue.   Bolivia participated as an observer, though could become apart of the agreement at a later date.





ISPM 15 Import Compliance


Beginning this week, US importers that fail to comply with the APHIS regulations on wood packing materials face the prospect of having crates and pallets re-exported to the country of origin.  ISPM 15 requires all wood packing material be stamped, indicating heat treatment or fumigation.  Beginning July 5, 2006 all non-compliant shipments will be refused entry to the U.S., Canada and Mexico.  For additional information, please refer to � HYPERLINK "http://www.aphis.usda.gov/ppq/wpm/import.html" �www.aphis.usda.gov/ppq/wpm/import.html�





Electronic Container Seals


New technology is aiming to make shipping more secure with the pending introduction of electronic seals and container security devices.  Both options would transmit a signal if the container was opened at any point in its journey.  The e-seals and security devices are only beginning to become available on the market.  However, the Department of Homeland Security and the International Organization for Standardization (ISO) have begun their processes for outlining standards for these products as well as the additional supply chain procedures that would need to be established to allow the technology to be effective.  The ISO is expected to have a proposal ready for US Government review by the end of 2006, although it is unclear when the Department of Homeland Security might reveal its standards.


 











